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Discovering the impact and role of science
communication

Monday, 11 November 2024 14:40 (45 minutes)

As a particle physicist at the University of Amsterdam I am part of a worldwide adventure that
is trying to study the elementary building block of matter and is searching for the answers to
the unsolved riddles about the working of our universe. Exciting as that is, I will use this talk to
explore the other part of my world: science communication. I will discuss why I think science
communication is an essential part of academic life and discuss some of the things I learned along
that journey. We will explore recent developments in The Netherlands related to science com-
munication like recognition and rewards, funding opportunities, policy making, research, impact
assessment, collective memory and how we are trying to give (working on) science communica-
tion a more solid role in our field. I will not be able to resist showing a few examples of one of the
most interesting projects I have been involved in: the Leiden wall formulas.
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Stretched mattrasses and tiny solar systems:
communicating STEM without metaphors.

Monday, 11 November 2024 15:40 (45 minutes)

Communication is both an art and a science, that is highly dependent the audience, message, and
speaker. In case of STEM, there is also the stereotype to overcome that these are topics as super-
humanly complicated as they are exciting. Often we mitigate by using metaphors: atoms are tiny
solar systems, and gravity is a stretched mattrass. But are there other ways?
In this talk, I will first lay out some philosophy of STEM didactics and what barriers I (anecdotally)
find have to be taken down for successful narration, followed by a few examples of how colleagues
and myself have been putting it into practice in a number of regional, national, and international
projects, such as the Einstein Telescope Education Centre and the upcoming MaGIC programme
for teacher professionalisation.
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Q&A
Monday, 11 November 2024 16:25 (30 minutes)
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Introduction
Monday, 11 November 2024 14:30 (5 minutes)
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